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SSi Micro seeks to offer local phone service
Applies to CRTC to allow competition with NorthwesTel in Nunavut

CBC Mews Fosted; Oct 14, 2011 1265 PMCT | Last Updated: Oct 14, 2011 12,51 PMCT [ 2
An internet company wants Ep mp into the local lelthnna business in Stay Connected with CBC News
the North, but it needs permission from the country's Bill Facebook 1 .

telecommunications regulator first. [ Twiter | 5 E f '.“'ji':': t ! ]
SSi Micro made its case last week in Yellowknife to the Canadian Radio- | +7 | © TR MMITeTInonne mmwr L0 e
television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC), which (s s

regulates Canadian broadcasting and telecommunications services.
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The company offers long distance phone service in Nunawvut
communities using its Qiniq internet connection through a device called ]

‘It is a really small little device that plugs into your internet service and - ﬁg{;cwgiﬁ
from the box it plugs into any normal phone and with that we have phone rate
configured it to allow for long distance calling to anywhere in North changes
America,” said Dean Proctor, chief development officer for SSi Micro. = Northwestel

proposes — T R ——
NorthwesTel is the only provider of local telephone service in Nunavut, telephone rate YOUR, EDMMUN[H}H[&HA}?
Northwest Territories, Yukon and northern B.C. changes Sulject to certain restrictions.
CLICK FOR RULES

“What we need permission from the CRTC to do is to have local to local © NHL

calling, Qiniq to Northwestel," said Proctor. “As long as we are not doing
that, in fact we can't do that because Northwestel won't allow us to, it is
certainly well within the rules.”
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John Macri, director of telecommunications policy with the CRTC, said
there has never been another local telephone service provider in the
north. Though the idea was not feasible a few years ago, Macri said
things have changed.

“The cost of actually opening up the territory to competition was quite o
high,” said Macri. “Circumstances cbviously have changed and now = Former Yukon minister dies [ 2

we're taking another look at the issue.” s Spoof Health Canada email offers shovelling credit
3 31

Both S5i Micro and NorthwesTel made their cases to the CRTC. The

regulator will decide by the end of the year if SSi Micro will be allowed to

compete with NorthwesTel.
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itwould be great to have a different company competing against Northwestel, we

pay so0 much for clothing and food in the north it would really help us northerners to
15 have cheaper and more affordable phone company in the North, | hope it will be

it 1:21 AMET approved by CRTC.
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